Introduction
In an earlier paper in this journal (O'Neill, I950) I drew attention to a concomitance which appeared to exist in a group of gynaecological symptoms. This concomitance first presented itself in the case records of women whose children had been referred to me with various recurrent disorders, such as headache or abdominal pain. The women themselves were not patients, in the first instance, although a few of them were taken on for treatment, yet the incidence of certain gynaecological symptoms seemed to be higher among them than one would expect among normal people. The The disparity between the groups is greatest for (2) irregular menstruation, (4) amenorrhoea and (8) puerperal reaction, and least for (i) dysmenorrhoea, (6) vomiting in pregnancy, and (7) It will be seen that the mode in C group lies between i and 2, and in P group between 4 and 6. Three of the former and 31 of the latter had four or more of the nine symptoms.
Comment
The difference in incidence between the two groups is much greater than that which could be accounted for by chance.. It would seem that the significance of this result lies not in the higher incidence of individual symptoms, such as amenorrhoea, in the C group, but in the tendency for the symptoms in this series to associate together, so that three-quarters of the P group have four symptoms of the series or more. This concomitance cannot be explained on purely physiological grounds.
The C group is a random sample of the normal child-bearing population of Bermondsey, in the sense that no conscious selective factor was at work in the choice of the women interviewed. 
